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EAST LIVERPOOL PROGRESS ASSOCIATION 
President: Mr.  M. Byrne                              PO  Box 47  
Secretary: Mr. M. Frew                                                      MOOREBANK  NSW  1875 

 

 

7th August 2019 

Independent Planning Commission NSW 

Chair: Dianne Leeson : Panel Members:  Alan Coutts, John Hann  

Project:   Moorebank Intermodal Precinct West - Stage 2 

Dear Commissioners, 

Upon advice from the Executive Director : Infrastructure, Planning and 
Assessment, Mr Gainsford, to do so, we write to IPC to raise local and regional 
public concerns, that are ongoing, over apparent moves to dilute previous 
planning approval limits. Our correspondence to the Minister in July has him 
direct it back to you.  

The oft mentioned M5 / Moorebank Avenue intersection merge/weave traffic 
operation is not addressed. It is ignored.  

The original proponents, SIMTA and MICL, acknowledge the problem, but 
place it as a “background traffic” issue for the State Government to fix.  

The merge/weave is the direct cause of congestion delays and traffic 
accidents in existing traffic conditions. There has been no solution 
announced. RMS have indicted costs of greater than $500 million.  

The IPC is the consent authority. The current MPW Stage 2 approval process is 
informed by the original MPW Concept approval. Its Limits of Consent include 
an explicit requirement for both IMEX and Interstate approvals that 
 
 “the consent authority be satisfied that the Traffic Impact Assessment (TIA) 
demonstrates the proposal would not exceed the capacity of the transport 
network with or without mitigation measures/upgrades.” 
 

Importantly for the MPW IMEX operations, that test is to apply before the initial 
250,000 TEU can be approved - Limit of Consent 8: “For the IMEX terminal, 
concept approval is granted for the movement of container freight by up to: 
(a) initially, 250,000 TEO p.a., if the consent authority is satisfied that the Traffic 
Impact Assessment demonstrates the proposal would not exceed the 
capacity of the transport network with or without mitigation measures 
/upgrades; and…….”  
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Daily observation and growing statistics exhibit the dire threat to public safety 
and the immediate delay effect of heavy haulage container trucks entering 
and leaving the M5 via the merge/weave operation in both directions.  

 

It is difficult for the public to have any understanding and acceptance, that 
given the facts, approval can be given by the IPC for the initial 250,000 TEU 
let alone the whole of uncategorised 500,000 TEU proposed perversely by the 
Department of Planning.  

The demands of this world is that governments make right what has been 
done wrong by them or their previous. Corporations operate as “buyer 
beware” and pay the price for bad decisions. Qube Holdings and MICL, from 
their top, have been aware of the problem since early days. They were 
ignorant of Moorebank’s unique land form and use in its wider regional 
context, and chose not to act once informed. 

 

As stated previously, the Planning Assessment Commissions of the past served 
the public well in giving recognition to the traffic matters brought to them by 
the public by way of the Limits of Consent they imposed to address the 
problem. Those conditions have not been met. 
 
We encourage the Commission to act further in recognition of the facts and 
arguments placed before you on this matter.  

 

Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
 
Michael Byrne               President        
          




