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25 January 2019 
 
Professor Chris Fell 
Independent Planning Commission 
Level 3 
201 Elizabeth St 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 
 

CC: Professor Mary O’Kane 
 

Dear Professor Fell, 
 

Re: Coal Free Southern Highlands Inc. Private Briefing to Independent Planning Commission 
 

Coal Free Southern Highlands Inc. (CFSH) is a community group which objects to the Hume Coal Project and 

Berrima Rail Project (Project). 

Hume Coal Pty Limited (Hume Coal) understands that CFSH has been granted a private meeting with the IPC 

Panel at the IPC's offices in Sydney to present on the Project.  

Hume Coal understands that this private meeting will take place on 12 February before the public hearing 

scheduled for 26 February 2019.  

Hume Coal also understands that this private meeting has been granted on the basis that CFSH's experts are not 

able to attend the public hearing. 

Hume Coal considers this course of action to be inappropriate, on the basis that the public hearing is the 

appropriate forum for groups such as CFSH to express their views on the Project.  However, Hume Coal 

understands that the IPC is committed to this course of action.  That being so, Hume Coal requests that the IPC 

Panel: 

(a) provide Hume Coal with a copy of the document by which CFSH requested a private meeting and 

the document by which the IPC Panel responded to CFSH's request;  

(b) provide Hume Coal with any agenda and a list of attendees and speakers that is provided by the 

CFSH to the IPC; and 

(c) confirm the time and date of the CFSH private meeting. 

As the proponent of the Project, Hume Coal also seeks permission for two Company representatives and any 

relevant retained experts to attend the CFSH private meeting as observers.  The subsequent availability of a 

transcript is not an adequate substitute for being present at the meeting and being able to view visual aids and 

the like, and importantly the meeting dynamics. The statements made at the private meeting, visual aids and 

the like and meeting dynamics would all have been available to Hume Coal and its experts, if CFSH presented at 

any public hearing.    

Hume Coal requests that it be provided with the above documents and information, and a response to its 

request for permission to attend the CFSH private meeting, by 30 January 2019. 

For completeness, Hume Coal notes that, in the event that the IPC grants Hume Coal's requests contained in this 

letter, there is a possibility that CFSH will request of the IPC that its representatives and retained experts be 



 

 
 

permitted to attend Hume Coal's private meeting as observers.  If such a request is made, Hume Coal respectfully 

submits that the IPC should reject it, on the basis that the CFSH private meeting and Hume Coal private briefing 

are materially different.   

The CFSH private meeting is clearly intended to be utilised as an extension of the public hearing process into the 

Project.  If CFSH's experts were able to attend the public hearing, the request for a private meeting would 

presumably have not been made.  As an extension of the public hearing process, Hume Coal should be entitled 

to observe the CFSH private meeting, as it would have been able to do so in circumstances where CFSH's experts 

were able to attend the public hearing.   

By contrast, Hume Coal's private briefing and the Department of Planning and Environment's private briefing 

are not part of the public hearing process.  Rather, those private briefings can only be characterised as briefing 

sessions, held by the IPC, in its capacity as consent authority for the Project, for the purpose of better 

familiarising itself with the Project and understanding its related issues.  

I look forward to your response. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Greig Duncan 

Project Director 

Hume Coal 


