VA R R O V I L L E
, VARROVILLE NSW 2566
NSW 2566

20 December 2018
Director Secretariat,
NSW Independent Planning Commission
Level 3, 201 Elizabeth Street
SYDNEY NSW 2000
Sent by email to ipcn@ipcn.nsw.gov.au
Dear Sir/Madam:
Re: Heritage Minister’s referral to Independent Planning Commission (IPCN): ‘Varroville: Request for
Advice on proposed listing on State Heritage Register’- use of our curtilage study in the IPCN review
We write to you as the owners of state-listed Varro Ville Homestead (SHR #00737) and nominators of the
curtilage expansion for Varro Ville on the State Heritage Register (SHR) that is the subject of the above
request to the Independent Planning Commission of NSW (IPCN).
We wrote to you on 5 December 2018 regarding the treatment of our curtilage study - Curtilage Study
Varro Ville by Orwell & Peter Phillips, May 2016 (the Study) - in the IPCN’s review of the proposed
curtilage expansion for Varro Ville on the State Heritage Register (SHR).
Since then, it has come to our attention that the Study has been made available to a representative of Mills
Oakley, the legal firm acting for the Catholic Metropolitan Cemeteries Trust (CMCT) in this matter. We
understand that this release was done as part of the IPCN’s assessment of a development application (DA)
for the land the subject of the curtilage expansion - Crown Cemetery Development Varroville – A085/18 –
Campbelltown Council’s role in the ongoing assessment and document management - without our
consent and while negotiations for its public release were still in the process of being finalised. We
understand that Mills Oakley was given access to the Study on a ‘view only’ basis on 22 November 2018 at
the Campbelltown Council premises as part of Council’s management of the DA documents for the IPCN.
We understood that Campbelltown Council was no longer responsible for the DA and had been instructed
by the Planning Minister to forward all documentation to the IPCN. We note, contrary to Campbelltown
Council’s view on this matter, that Penrith Council has referred similar requests to access the DA documents
for the Wallacia cemetery (also with the IPCN for assessment) to the IPCN.
Can the IPCN advise whether Campbelltown Council has acted with the authority and knowledge of the
IPCN in allowing access to our Study (and continuing to do so)? If it has, can the IPCN explain why it (the
IPCN) decided to act contrary to its prior undertakings to us, on what basis it did so, and why it did not
advise us of this in its correspondence with us and EDONSW acting on our behalf?

