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The Bylong Valley is significant prime agricultural land recognised as such By the National Trust.
 Its value to Australia lies in it being a place of fertile soil and a “food-bowl” as well as the
 home of Natural Sequence Farming. To sacrifice such an historic and fertile area for the
 mining of coal is ecological suicide on a major scale. It is the wrong mine in the wrong place
 at the wrong time. The Heritage Expert Report advises that it “will irrecoverably alter the
 landscape’s scenic picturesque views and visual relationships”. Moreover, coal is a non-
sustainable resource, the demand for which is rapidly dwindling globally.

The Bylong Valley has already been listed as a Landscape Conservation Area by the National
 Trust for its ‘significance as prime agricultural land with a rural landscape of exceptional
 scenic value’. In addition, this same landscape has recently been assessed as meeting the
 criteria for listing on the State Heritage Register. Tarwyn Park, the birthplace of Natural
 Sequence Farming has been nominated for listing on the State Heritage Register. Despite
 the proposed open cut pits and overburden being moved from Tarwyn Park “there will be a
 material impact on the water and soil values of the wider landscape which underpins
 (Natural Sequence Farming] affecting the property’s ability to demonstrate the technique”
 (Heritage consultants GML)                                             Rather than encouraging the mining of
 a fertile valley in these times of dramatic climate change which is  affecting the viability of
 Australian farming we should be encouraging research into sustainable farming practice and
 preserving fertile land.

Australia is an island. Even now much of our food needs is imported. As an island we are
 vulnerable to the vagaries of political and physical climate and should value food and water
 security above all else. Coal mining threatens both.
KEPCO’s mine proposal has already harmed the heritage values of the Bylong Valley and Tarwyn

 Park. The company’s aggressive purchasing of properties, emptying the valley of families
 associated with its history and leading to the loss of an active thoroughbred stud, the local
 school and the historic Mouse Races. Wiping out Australian cultural history and identity.
 That the  Wiradjuri cultural
heritage will also be lost and degraded by the coal mine is not to be dismissed lightly.

New South Wales has many coal mines, but it only has one Bylong Valley, which is unique and
 irreplaceable and must remain intact to flourish.

To do otherwise would constitute environmental vandalism on an unprecedented scale.
Australia’s global reputation will suffer
 
This proposal cannot be allowed to progress.
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