
 

	

	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 23 June 2019 
 
The Commissioner 
The Independent Planning Commission 
Level 3 
201 Elizabeth Street 
Sydney NSW 2000 
 
Email: ipcn@ipcn.nsw.gov.au 
 
Dear Commissioner 
 
Blue Mountains Conservation Society submission to the Independent Planning 
Commission in support of the heritage value of the Bylong Valley and Tarwyn Park.  
 
 
Blue Mountains Conservation Society is a community organisation with over 800 members. 
Its mission is to help conserve the natural environment of the Greater Blue Mountains, and 
to increase awareness of the natural environment in general. 
 
The Society’s area of interest encompasses the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage 
Area, which includes Wollemi National Park. The proposed Bylong Coal Project is adjacent 
to Wollemi National Park and hence the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area. 
 
This Blue Mountains Conservation Society submission reinforces the Society’s position on 
the importance of the recognition of the heritage values of the Bylong Coal Project site.  
 
A Blue Mountains Conservation Society submission to the Independent Planning 
Commission dated November 2018 outlined in some detail the society’s concerns regarding 
the proposed Bylong Coal Project. Please refer to this submission for detail. In summary, 
these concerns are:  
- The Ecological Significance of the Bylong Coal Project site – the site contains: 

• three threatened plant communities 
• four threatened plant species 
• three endangered plant populations 
• three potential new plant species 
• 23 threatened fauna species 
• 17 additional threatened fauna species 

- Greenhouse gas emissions and impacts of rapid climate change  
- On-site Biodiversity Impacts of Revised Mine Plan  
- Inadequacy of proposed biodiversity offsetting 
- Unacceptable risks associated with proposed rehabilitation of woodland community  
- Impacts on the adjacent Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area 
- Impacts on water resources, including within the Greater Blue Mountains World      
Heritage Area 
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Whilst recognising the cultural and historic heritage of the Bylong Valley and Tarwyn Park, 
the Blue Mountains Conservation Society is particularly concerned about the natural heritage 
of these sites.  
 
Additional to the concerns raised above, the Society is concerned at the following finding of 
the most recent GML Heritage report produced for the IPC (and the subject of this current 
consultation process). This report found:  

"The direct impacts to the Bylong Landscape Conservation Area are permanent and 
irreversible" and "areas of the valley's natural and cultural landforms and patterns that 
contribute to its distinctive qualities will be irrecoverably altered”.  
 
As noted above, the Bylong Valley and Tarwyn Park are adjacent to the Blue Mountains 
World Heritage Area. Tarwyn Park and its setting are substantial components in the Bylong 
Scenic Landscape, one of a group of scenic landscapes traversing the Great Dividing Range 
which are distinctive to the New South Wales landscape. The Bylong Valley is one of the 
many valleys of different sizes but consistent geology that together form the western side of 
the World Heritage-listed Blue Mountains, and contribute to the scenic values of the World 
Heritage Area. Consequently, the Bylong Scenic Landscape has exceptional state significant 
heritage value that contributes to the scenic values of the Greater Blue Mountains World 
Heritage Area. 
 
It is critical to note in 2015, that among the valleys that form the western side of the World 
Heritage-listed Blue Mountains, Bylong was singled out by listing of the Bylong Landscape 
Conservation Area on the Register of the National Trust of Australia (New South Wales) This 
is evidenced by the designation of the Bylong Scenic Route and in the distinguishing feature 
that the Bylong Valley is the only one of these scenic valleys that traverses the Great 
Dividing Range. It is thereby the gateway that connects the western side of the World 
Heritage Area with its northern side in the Hunter Valley. 
 
As has been stated in previous submissions to the Independent Planning Commission 
(October 2015, November 2018), Blue Mountains Conservation Society opposes the 
proposed Bylong coal project.  We are concerned about the likely impacts of the project on 
the natural values of the area of the proposed coal mine and, most importantly, on the 
adjacent Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area and we ask that this inform the 
Independent Planning Commission’s assessment.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 

Lachlan Garland 
President 
Blue Mountains Conservation Society 
mobile  or email  




