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  DearCommissioners                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Crookwell 3 Wind Farm                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

We were unable to attend the meeting in Crookwell on the 6th June, however,  as  landowners 

impacted  by these  Industrial Wind Turbine projects, we support all rural landowners in objecting  to 

the development of such inefficient industrial  projects.                                                                                                       

These Industrial Wind Turbine projects  have been thrust  on to landowners without any  

consultation and Government support or defence.    The lives of our family and other neighbor 

landowners have been completely consumed by the  invalid approval of the marginal Yass Valley 

Wind Farm –Coppabella Precincts.                                                                                                                  

The hypocrisy of the Department in their analysis when recommending the refusal of this Crookwell 

3 project is unbelievable;  it is noted the Executive Director of Resource Assessments has stated the 

Project would result in unacceptable direct and cumulative visual impact on residences, public 

viewpoints and the surrounding landscape,  character and features.                                                                                          

The Yass Valley Wind Farm was also recommended for refusal and signed by the Director and 

Executive Director of Infrastructure  on the 28-1-2015-- the Department assessed  the ecological  

impacts of the proposal as contrary to conservation of biological diversity and ecological integrity 

and contrary to the protection of the environment and would result in unacceptable impacts on the 

biophysical environment, was not in the public interest and should be refused .                                                                                                                                                                                                      

However, in February 2016 the same Department under the leadership of the incoming Minister for 

Planning Rob Stokes , set a precinct and  recommended  to PAC  to refuse the  eastern Marilba 

portion and only approve  the western portion of the project, as the western portion could comply 

with the noise criteria and  the visual and residual health effects on the nearby residents would be 

negligible; completely disregarding the  OE&H assessments  of the fragile and highest ecological 

value of the Whitefield Road, the Whitefield  area and the unique landscape of the Coppabella hills.                                                

The PAC approval was invalid as they received an Apparent  Breach of Code of Conduct from the 

Auditor General  in January 2017, following decisions made during  previous years.  (Disregarded)!!!                                                                                                                  

In 2017 the new project developers immediately applied for a significant modification to increase 

the height  of the Turbines to 171 m and blade length  70 m ( requiring vehicles the length of 4 trailer 

‘rigid’ road train to transport each blade not only along the tree lined Whitefield Road but onto the 

delicate fragile steep Coppabella hills, which of course will cause irreparable damage.                                                                           

However the Department  recommended to the IPC  the approval of the project, continually ignoring 

previous assessments and the 90  submissions  objecting to the project.                                                           

The IPC agreed and consequently destroyed the future plans of  hard working farming families.                                                                                                                                                       

It is with optimism, the Department  may  have  finally acknowledged  and accept  responsibility  for 

allowing such inefficient Industrial projects to have a serious impact on the integrity of the  rural 

landscape, landowners and rural communities;  resulting in this recommended ‘REFUSAL’ of the 

project. Mental Health  Coordinators have attended  CCC meetings,  these projects are causing such 

distress.  Projects needing to sponsor community organizations and/or ‘bribe’ neighbours to        

receive local support  lacks authenticity and MUST be REFUSED.                                                                                                                                                                                  

Thank you,  Sincerely                                                                                                                                           

Bruce and Noeleen Hazell                                                                                             




