
 

 

 

 

David Way 
Senior Planning Officer 
Independent Planning Commission of 
NSW 

Peter Duncan AM 
Panel Chair 
Independent Planning Commission of 
NSW 

4 June 2019 
 

By email 

Dear Mr Way and Mr Duncan 

Crookwell 3 Wind Farm (SSD 6695): Further reduction of Project impacts 

We refer to the Crookwell 3 Wind Farm (SSD 6695) development application currently before the 
Independent Planning Commission of NSW (IPC) for final determination (Project). 

The Department of Planning and Environment (DPE) Assessment Report and referral letter to the IPC 
dated 23 April 2019 recommend refusal of the Project on the basis that, in DPE’s assessment, the 
environmental impacts of the Project outweigh the Project’s benefits. 

The proponent does not share the outcomes of the assessment of the Project undertaken by DPE and 
DPE’s conclusion with regard to the impacts of the Project.  

GPG Australia Pty Ltd and its SPV Crookwell Development Pty Ltd are long term participants in the 
community. Over the long history of the Crookwell 3 application, we have reduced the impacts of the 
Project in response to community submissions, Upper Lachlan Shire Council (Council) concerns and 
new guidance material from DPE as it has been introduced. The Project will utilise existing infrastructure 
(including substation, grid connection and road upgrades) from the Crookwell 2 project and so will have 
far fewer impacts that a project of a similar scale built in any other location. Further, the Project has the 
benefit of a fully negotiated off-take agreement with a major Australian energy retailer. The agreement is 
ready to go, pending development consent for the Project. 

Further reduction in the perceived impacts of the Project 

Notwithstanding that we disagree with the assessment undertaken and recommendation reached by DPE, 
in the interests of addressing the concerns raised by DPE in its Report, we would be willing to: 

(a) remove the southern cluster of turbines from the Project. That change will involve the removal of 
six (6) turbines (A28, A29, A30, A31, A32 and A33) (Southern Turbines); and 

(b) without making any corresponding reduction in our commitment to the community and funding 
better community outcomes through the Voluntary Planning Agreement (VPA) already agreed with 
the Council.   

The proponent is prepared to make this change to the Project on the basis that there are no changes to 
or reduction in the number of the remaining eastern cluster of seventeen (17) turbines (Eastern 
Turbines), which are critical to the economic viability of the Project. 

Enclosed is a letter dated 27 May 2019 which we sent to the Council outlining the proposed change to 
the Project and our commitment to addressing concerns raised by the Council. 

The importance of the Eastern Turbines to the economic viability of the Project 

The Eastern Turbines are critical to the economic viability of the Project for the following reasons: 

(a) the proponent has finalised the negotiation of an off-take agreement with a tier 1 energy retailer. 
The commercial terms of that agreement mandate approval of the Eastern Turbines. 

(b) the quality of the wind resource in comparison to the Southern Turbines, together with the proximity 
to the existing grid connection infrastructure (33/330kV electrical substation). 

Statement of Project commitments  

In the event that the IPC is minded to approve the Project with the removal of the Southern Turbines, the 
proponent is committed to providing the same community benefits as if the Project were approved with 
the Southern Turbines (i.e. all 23 turbines within the Eastern and Southern Turbine clusters). 

Those commitments include: 

(a) existing agreements with host landowners and neighbouring properties to the Project; 
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(b) a VPA with the Council. This agreement will involve a yearly contribution of $2,500 per turbine 
over the lifetime of the project, to be used by Council in community projects, improvement of local 
infrastructure, etc. The Proponent confirms its commitment under this VPA to contribute based 
on a total of 23 wind turbines, irrespective of 17 of them being finally approved (which is 
addressed in the enclosed letter to Council); 

(c) community engagement in the amount of $800,000 for mobile black spot program, TV reception 
improvement, domestic solar program and satellite reception program; 

(d) a contribution of $50,000 per annum to support the maintenance of re-transmitter installations; 

(e) the upgrade of Graywood Siding Road estimated at $800,000; 

(f) continued engagements with residents within 2km of the Project (Eastern Turbines) to establish 
neighbour agreements where possible, or to offer acquisition for fair market value where 
neighbour agreements cannot be entered into; 

Reduction of issues 

The removal of the Southern Turbines addresses the following concerns of DPE and Council: 

(a) removal of any visual impacts to the public domain, including the Pejar Creek Dam Area State 
heritage listed St Stephens Church; 

(b) removal of visual impact to non-associated neighbours; 

(c) elimination of second cable crossing across Crookwell Road; 

(d) removal of the turbines that could potentially cause TV and Radio interferences; 

No delay to IPC’s final determination 

Importantly, given that the proposed change to the Project reduces the overall number of turbines and 
reduces the impacts of the Project in response to matters raised by DPE and the Council, but does not 
reduce the benefits of the Project to the community, we do not consider that there is any reason to delay 
the current process before the IPC and the IPC’s final determination of the Project as a result of the 
proposed change.  

We welcome the opportunity to discuss these matters further with the IPC and to address any concerns 
you may have. We look forward to providing you with further details prior to our meeting. Do not hesitate 
to contact me on 0400 403 251.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Guillermo Alonso 

Crookwell Development Pty Ltd 


