
Star Casino Redevelopment MOD13

I am writing to express my strong objection to the redevelopment of the Star Casino with the 
addition of the 61-storey residential/ hotel tower.
This proposal has already been rejected by the NSW  Department of Planning – a decision that was 
supported by the Minister. This decision was made primarily on the basis that the scale of the 
development did not fit with the low to medium character of the adjoining area. The Department  
advice was that “the proposed tower is inconsistent with and would adversely affect the established 
character of Pyrmont”. The proposed tower would be many times higher than the approved building
heights for this suburb. 
The City of Sydney and the local member Alex Greenwich supported the community of Pyrmont in 
its opposition to the development.
The existing process has been followed and a decision made. It is not just the people of Pyrmont 
who are questioning why the proposal is being reconsidered at all. The people of N.S.W as a whole 
must now question what faith can they have in the Planning System. A planning system is supposed 
to be an orderly process of development for the greater good with community input. 
It appears to the public that a Premier and government can override sensible decisions based on 
pressure from Media & powerful lobby groups.  This is not democracy. We ask if there is an 
unrevealed plan to turn Pyrmont into a mini-Manhattan and is this the precedent?

I attended the meeting on Tuesday 27 August and was astonished at many of the very general 
arguments put forward by supporters of the tower. The fact that Sydney needs more hotel rooms 
does not justify this over-sized structure in this area. They did not seem to understand that the 
Pyrmont community is not against development but the scale of this proposed tower is totally 
unacceptable.  There is still a place for medium sized hotels. 
I request that you uphold the decision already made by the Department of Planning.

Susan Rice
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