
23rd August, 2019 
 

 

To Whom It May Concern 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I am writing as a resident of Pyrmont to voice my very strong objections to the Star Casino proposal. 

I was delighted to hear that it had been rejected by the NSW Department of Planning, Industry and 

Environment because it was not seen as in the public interest.  However, I was then very deeply 

concerned to hear on the radio that the Premier had asked the Greater Sydney Commission to look 

at the planning rules for Pyrmont as a consequence of this decision. This seems to indicate a view 

that the rules should be changed to accommodate vested interests who wish the hotel and 

apartments to go ahead. 

I have lived in Pyrmont for 7 years and chose to live here because of its diversity. The City of 

Sydney’s tag line is “City of Villages” and Pyrmont is certainly a village with the sense of community 

that that engenders very much in evidence. Pyrmont, to me, begins behind Darling Harbour and is 

made up of relatively low rise buildings comprising apartments and terrace houses. It is to be 

admired and retained because of its mix of terraces, apartments and social housing. Together with 

the corporate offices, small businesses, cafes, restaurants, hotels and bars this has resulted in a 

vibrant community.  

The Star Casino is already out of keeping with the feel and nature of the suburb. To allow the 

building of the proposed tower would radically change the suburb.  

As of 2011, Pyrmont is Australia's most densely populated suburb. There can be little reason to add 

to this so dramatically. Pyrmont is a peninsula and getting into and out of Pyrmont can be 

problematic in peak times: adding this size of development will make this situation next to 

impossible. Parking is already an issue for visitors and the approach of recent developments to not 

offer parking for all residents will only make this worse. 

The argument put by proponents seems mostly to ignore the residential component (deliberate or 

not I cannot say) to focus on the importance of having yet another hotel in the Sydney CBD. The 

validity of a hotel tied to a casino is also to be doubted given the loss of revenue that casinos are 






