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Thank you for the opportunity to express my support for the Rix’s Creek Mine Continuation of Mining Application.  

During the Rix’s Creek Mod 10 process I submitted a letter of support and the statements made in that letter are also relevant 

for the Continuation of Mining Project.  

It is not my intention to simply repeat the points I made in my Mod 10 letter of support however I wish to restate I was born, 

raised and continue to live in Singleton as a third generation member of the Singleton community, one that has been an 

employee of The Bloomfield Group since 1991 when I was initially employed at the underground mine at East Maitland. In 

1992 I joined the staff at Rix’s Creek Mine with the mine in its infancy.  I held the role of Surface Foreman at Rix’s Creek 

Mine until 2009 at which time I transitioned into the role of Cargo and Logistics Manager for The Bloomfield Group.  

In this letter of support, I would like to specifically address a comment made during the recent Public Meeting held at 

Singleton Civic Centre on 29 July. During the address it was stated, “that Bloomfield in their presentation spoke about Japan 

building new power stations; that’s actually not correct. This is from the global energy outlook from the IEEFA, they’ve 

made note that in March 2019 that the Japan’s Environment Ministry announced that they would not sanction any more coal 

fired power stations or upgrades to existing ones, and most of the 40 private sector in Japan are actually moving towards 

renewable”.  

 

Information obtained from a number of websites indicates there are a number of coal fired power stations currently under 

construction in Japan which can be seen in the following table; 

 

Power Plant Capacity Company Commissioning Date 

Matsuura No. 2 1000 GW Kyushu Electric Power Co. 2019 

Nakoso 540 GW Tokyo Electric Power Co. 2020 

Noshiro No. 3 600 GW Tohoku Electric Power Co. 2020 

Takehara 600 GW J-Power 2020 

Kashima 650 GW SMI / NSC 2020 

Hirono 540 GW Tokyo Electric Power Co. 2021 

Kobe 650 GW Kobe Steel 2021 

 

 

An article titled “Japan’s complicated relationship with coal power” was published in “theinterpreter” (published by the 

Lowy Institute) in October 2018 which stated “While Japan’s financial sector may seem to be distancing itself from fossil 

fuels, government energy planning shows an enduring role for coal in the country’s power mix. Indeed, while much of the 

industrialised world insists on transitioning to renewable energy sources, Japan is one of the only major developed countries 

to have shifted significantly towards renewed coal use. This change is coming from the top, with Japan’s government 

anticipating coal will provide 26% of Japan’s electricity by 2030 – abandoning a prior goal of reducing dependency on coal 

to under 10%. In fact, Japan has begun operations for eight new coal plants within the last two years, and plans an additional 

36 in the coming decade”. 

 

It must be said that there are conflicting sources of information regarding the likelihood of the plans for an additional 36 coal 

fired plants coming to fruition. The Japanese government seems to be grappling with building HELE (High Efficiency Low 

Emissions) coal plants or restarting nuclear generators; whilst trying to meet the terms of the Paris Agreement and meeting 

energy demands of their growing nation. 

 

Whilst the government looks to the future balance of power generation it seems coal fired power is certainly part of the mix 

based on the above table of Power Plants which are close to their commissioning date. 

 



The following table shows a list of the number of existing coal fired power plant, generator capacity and the number of units 

in operation; 

 

 

Construction Date Capacity No. of Units 

~1975 3.7 GW 20 

1976~1985 5.0 GW 13 

1986~1995 10.5 GW 20 

1996~2015 24.2 GW 56 

 

Information on the life expectancy of the current power generators has proved difficult to obtain however it is my 

understanding an expectation of 40 years is not unreasonable. This would mean a generator constructed in 1996 would likely 

be decommissioned in 2036, and 2055 for those commissioned in 2015. This translates into a requirement for thermal coal 

for these generators in Japan for the next 17 to 36 years. The units currently under construction would mean a thermal coal 

requirement closer to 2060.  

Current research and development in so-called ultra-supercritical plants is targeting pressures of 5300-5600 pounds per 

square inch and temperatures of 1290-1330 degrees Fahrenheit, with the possibility of raising generating efficiency to the 

44-46% range, hence more of the energy in the coal is converted into electricity. The need to burn less coal for the 

generation of the same output of power is the outcome and favours higher energy (calorific value), low ash/sulphur 

Australian thermal coal. 

The Bloomfield Group enjoys a reputation as a reliable supplier of high quality thermal and semi- soft coking coal which is 

borne out through the long association with our key customers in Japan. The Japanese government eased restrictions on coal 

importation in the mid-1970’s and Bloomfield signed a Heads of Agreement with Tohoku Electric Power Company in 1979. 

Bloomfield has maintained this association with Tohoku over the ensuing 40 years and remains our key thermal coal 

customer. This is a very impressive achievement for a very small producer in a very competitive market. A substantial 

volume of the thermal coal produced at Rix’s Creek is used in fulfilling the requirements of the Tohoku contract.  

Bloomfield is a fourth generation Australian owned and operated company which has been operating coal mines in the 

Hunter Valley since 1937. This is a tremendous achievement and as an employee, I feel great pride in working in The 

Bloomfield Group. 

The Bloomfield Group, although relatively small amongst the Hunter Valley producers, is a company that is respectful of the 

community in which it operates and one that takes seriously its regulatory and social obligations. Upon reading the transcript 

of the recent meeting between the IPC Commissioners and Singleton Council it would seem the Council members concur.  

In closing, I wish to confirm my support for the Rix’s Creek Mine Continuation of Mining Project. 

 

Barry Smith 

 


