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Dear Ms Leeson, 

Re: Moorebank Precinct West Stage 2 (SSD 7709) 

Thank you for providing NSW Ports with the opportunity to comment on the Moorebank Precinct West Stage 2 proposal 

for an intermodal freight terminal facility to support an annual throughput of 500,000 twenty foot equivalent units (TEU) 

and associated warehousing (the proposal).  NSW Ports is responsible for managing the port and freight assets of Port 

Botany, Port Kembla, the Cooks River Intermodal Terminal and the Enfield Intermodal Logistics Centre. These assets, 

along with the efficient movement of freight to and from these assets, are critical to the future economic growth, 

liveability, productivity and sustainability of Sydney, New South Wales and Australia.  NSW Ports is strongly supportive 

of the proposal and its strategic merit. 

 

The Moorebank Intermodal will form an important link in the freight supply chain for NSW.  Intermodal terminals allow for 

the rapid movement of containers by rail between the Port and warehouse facilities.  NSW Ports have set a target to 

move three million TEU per year by rail by 2045 – around 40 per cent of forecast container volumes.  The development 

and operation of new intermodal terminals such as the Moorebank Intermodal is essential to achieving this target.  

Further, the NSW Government Freight and Ports Plan 2018-2023 highlights the importance of new intermodal terminals 

to increase the utilisation of the rail freight network.  

 

The growth of containers on rail is a key objective in Navigating the Future, NSW Ports’ 30 Year Master Plan, to 

sustainably cater for the forecast trade growth. Maximising the transport of containers by rail between Port Botany and 

intermodal terminals is essential for efficient and sustainable container distribution throughout Sydney. Growth in the use 

of rail to transport containers will benefit the road network around Port Botany and greater Sydney by reducing the 

number of trucks tasked with the movement of freight.  Intermodal terminals are an essential component of the port 

logistics supply chain and additional new intermodal terminals are essential for efficiently moving the growing NSW 

freight task by rail.  

 

NSW Ports is at the forefront of freight rail connectivity and announced in November 2018 an investment to boost rail 

capacity at Port Botany.  Improving ‘on-dock’ rail infrastructure at Port Botany at each of the three container terminals 

through a staged investment will improve the rail connectivity of Port Botany to metropolitan Sydney and regional NSW.  

Additional intermodal terminals located in Western Sydney are required to meet the rail freight demand and the 

Moorebank Intermodal forms an important piece of infrastructure which will allow rail to play a more significant role in 

freight transport. The Moorebank Intermodal development aligns with other important rail investment including the Port 

Botany freight rail line duplication (Commonwealth funding announced), the St Marys Intermodal Terminal proposal, the 






