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Dear Prof O’Kane 
 
I am lodging an objection to the proposed Rix’s Creek South Modification 10 because due 
process has not been undertaken by the Department of Planning and Environment, the 
Environmental Protection Agency or NSW Health. 
 
The air pollution in the vicinity of the Rix’s Creek Mine regularly exceeds national NEPM 
standards and is therefore dangerous to the health of people living near the mine. 
 
The Camberwell air quality monitor has registered high levels of air pollution twice since the 
public meeting held on Monday 20 May, and the Maison Dieu monitor once. 
 
The failure to assess the air quality emissions from Rix’s Creek South mining operations under 
the current Mining SEPP non-discretionary development standards must be corrected by the 
Commission to assist the determination of the merit of the proposal. 
 
The cumulative impact of open cut coal mining on the people in Singleton LGA has not been 
adequately assessed. 
 
The Rix’s Creek South mine has been operating for 21 years in close proximity to the Singleton 
Heights, Maison Dieu and Camberwell communities. It is time for this mine to enter into the 
rehabilitation and closure phase. The current employees should be maintained to carry out this 
work. 
 
An orderly transition away from coal industry dependence in the Upper Hunter is a critical 
economic requirement to encourage a more diverse source of employment. The closure of Rix’s 
Creek South Mine is an ideal starting point for this process. Rix’s Creek North Mine has 
approval to continue operating until 2035 and provide some continuity of employment. 
 
I urge you to reject the Modification 10 application so that the Hunter Region can start planning 
for a transition into new industries. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Bev Smiles 




