
As a local resident of the Wollar region I strongly oppose the proposed Moolarben mine 
modifications. 
The Sandy Hollow Rail Line is already running at or near capacity. This was proven when 
Ulan Coal Mine put in an objection to the nearby Bylong Coal proposal on the grounds that 
the Sandy Hollow Rail Line is currently too busy and additional trains are not possible on the 
line.  
There is no justification for increasing this mines capacity and lifespan. It is providing no 
additional jobs and has no public benefit.  
Australia and New South Wales have made a commitment to adhering to the Paris 
Agreement which aims to keep global temperature rise below 2 degrees celsius below 
pre-industrial levels.  
The IPCC recently released its Special Report 15 which details the dire need to limit this 
warming even further to at most 1.5 degrees celsius above pre-industrial levels. 
Utilising this information has allowed me to come to the conclusion that allowing any more 
modifications to coal mines to be approved in NSW or Australia as a whole is irresponsible 
and is proof that some short term economic gains are prioritised over the future of 
Australians and world citizens alike. This belief is backed by a consensus in climate science 
projections and demonstrates the need to act now.  
In making a determination over mine modification proposals that will increase greenhouse 
gas emissions significantly, the cumulative impact must be addressed far more sufficiently. 
The individual decision here may be seen as having a small impact on a global scale, 
however, cumulatively it can be counted as significant. It is telling the world that Australia is 
not interested in adhering to the Paris Agreement. It is telling the world that New South 
Wales is more interested in making a quick dollar over protecting the environment for current 
and future generations alike. An increase in product coal to 22 million tonnes per annum until 
2038 is unsustainable and will not meet the required global carbon budget to achieve the 
Paris Agreement. 
Further, the Rocky Hill Mine judgement must be taken into consideration. This modification, 
to increase Run of Mine coal by 3mtpa, is 3 times greater than Rocky Hill. 
The Sandy Hollow Rail Line is already running at or near capacity. This was proven when 
Ulan Coal Mine put in an objection to the nearby Bylong Coal proposal on the grounds that 
the Sandy Hollow Rail Line is currently too busy and additional trains are not possible on the 
line.  
 
 
 


