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This submission DOES NOT SUPPORT the expansion of Yanco Moolarben Mine 

My name is Melissa Gray from Dubbo NSW, I strongly believe fresh water and rivers are vital to 

existence, and it is essential that as a society we accept our role as custodians of this landscape for 

future generations. Thank you for this opportunity to lodge a submission.  

The Moolarben mega mine, on the head waters of the Goulburn River, already intercepts much 

more water from the landscape and the river than originally predicted.  

The cumulative damage to the Goulburn River is now very evident with two additional neighbouring 

mines, Ulan and Wilpinjong adding to the impact of the Moolarben coal mine. The cumulative 

regional impact of mining on the health and integrity of the Goulburn River has not been assessed. 

As the Goulburn River is the largest tributary of the Hunter River, the reduction in flows in the 

Goulburn River will also negatively impact the Hunter as well.  

In the Hunter Valley, coal mining operations and power stations now own the bulk of available water 

licences. Trading activity in the Hunter River system has pushed the value of water up, causing major 

competition with agricultural water use. The impact of less available water on local economies is 

significant and should be considered as a reason to disallow the expansion of coal mining in the 

Hunter Valley.  

Groundwater is very important and must be protected, poor current modelling and failures arising 

from previous modelling used to predict operational impacts on groundwater imply the standards in 

modelling are not rigorous enough. The updated groundwater model needs to be independently 

reviewed.  

Salt is damaging to fresh water rivers and to all the life that relies on them. Increasing the total salt 

load of the Goulburn River will threaten the Goulburn River National Park and impact downstream 

users.  

The Hunter River catchment includes a large proportion of salt bearing sedimentary rocks and soils, 

and surface and underground drainage from this contributes natural salinity to the river. But 

activities such as coal mining, power generation, industry and land clearing have increased the level 

of salinity in the river. The NSW Government’s Hunter River Salinity Trading Scheme aims to manage 

saline water discharges to minimise their impact on irrigation and other water uses, and on the 

aquatic environment of the Hunter River catchment. Adding salt to the Goulburn River puts pressure 

on the effectiveness of the trading scheme. The salt limit for water discharge must be reduced to 

500EC.  



 

Brine from the water treatment plant used for dust suppression will drain into sediment dams that 

are designed to overflow into the river, adding more salt that hasn’t been accounted for. No 

additional discharge of mine water into the Goulburn River should be approved.  

The continued expansion of the three mines mentioned above cannot be permitted before the 

establishment of a rigorous and independent Regional Water Study. 

An increase in product coal to 22 million tonnes per annum until 2038 is unsustainable and will not 

meet the required global carbon budget to achieve the Paris Agreement. The greenhouse gas 

emission assessment of this expansion is incorrect. The Rocky Hill Mine judgement must be taken 

into consideration. This modification, to increase Run of Mine coal by 3mtpa, is 3 times greater than 

Rocky Hill. 

There must not be any more trains on the Sandy Hollow Rail Line. Blocked access for ambulances 
and Rural Fire Service vehicles is a critical issue that will only worsen if more trains are approved to 
use the line. The Sandy Hollow line is already over committed and cannot carry the volume of coal 
already approved across the three mines at the far western end of the Hunter Valley. Even 
Glencore’s submission to the Independent Planning Commission on the Bylong Mine proposal stated 
that constraints on the Sandy Hollow rail line allow for no more coal trains.  

An increase in coal production at Moolarben will not increase job numbers or security, but it will 

have an unacceptable array of negative impacts on the health of the rivers, environmental and 

communities in the area.  

 

Melissa Gray  

 

  

 

 

 

 




