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I am a resident of Bulga in the Hunter Valley and I OPPOSE the proposed Dartbrook Coal 
Mine - Modification 7 (DA 231-7-2000 MOD7).  Our village is threatened by the expansion of 
several  nearby open cut coal mines. We do not need any new coal mines  in the Hunter 
or anywhere else! I am not going to waste my time, and yours, by discussing the usual legal 
niceties such as dust, noise, water, protected fauna and flora. It is too late for that. There are 
far more important issues to consider. 
 
Since I retired from working in the Hunter coal mines and thanks to the wonders of the 
internet,  I was able to engage in some private research to discover what makes our society 
on a small planet tick - always wanted to know that.  As a consequence, I am now convinced 
that the very existence of our  rich and comfortable technological civilisation is threatened by 
global warming.  Not in the next century but probably within the next couple of decades. 
How do we know that?  Well, the scientists and engineers who put the man on the moon, 
are telling us (see  NASA Global Climate Change: How do we know? [1] ). You, of course, 
also know  all that but, sadly, like everybody else,  you are paid to ignore this danger. 
 
Nevertheless, you might be interested to have a look  at this article that was published two 
years ago in the New York Times magazine: “The Uninhabitable Earth -Famine, economic 
collapse, a sun that cooks us: What climate change could wreak — sooner than you think.” 
by David Wallace-Wells.  The article is easy reading,  has some very beautiful illustrations, 
(see included) but it is also very scary. It certainly scared me when I was reading it during a 
42 degrees Celsius heatwave last  summer.  
 



 
In the jungles of Costa Rica, where humidity routinely tops 90 percent, simply moving around 

outside when it’s over 105 degrees Fahrenheit (42.5C ) would be lethal. And the effect would 

be fast: Within a few hours, a human body would be cooked to death from both inside and 

out.  

 

In the sugarcane region of El Salvador, as much as one-fifth of the population has chronic 

kidney disease, the presumed result of dehydration from working the fields they were able to 

comfortably harvest as recently as two decades ago. Photo: Heartless Machine 



Hopefully,  this article, one of many, will scare you as well when you are considering 
approval of another coal mine expansion for another bunch of reckless  cowboys. 
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