
I wish to express my opposition to the Australian Pacific Coal Dartbrook project on both fronts that 
are being proposed. 
 
Firstly, the proposal to reopen the Dartbrook underground mine, in the light of continued reports 
about the mine’s dangerous gas levels, is of great concern.  
 
Also of concern, is the continued risk this underground project proposal would bring to the health of 
nearby waterways, particularly the Hunter River. The outflow of so called ‘treated’ waste water from 
the mine, will again, as it did in the past, have significant impact on water quality in the river and 
subsequently, a significant impact on important local farming and equine industries alongside the 
river, who depend on a consistent good quality water supply for their successful operation. 
 
Secondly, the proposal to open cut these Dartbrook coal reserves is of even greater concern.  
 
The negative impact on local farming and equine industries from other nearby mining operations, 
has already been carefully, thoroughly and accurately documented by others. 
 
My primary concern, however, is the negative impact on the physical and mental health of those 
who live in the surrounding communities, particularly through the increase of dust, noise and visual 
pollution. 
 
As an educator who has worked in the Hunter Valley for over 20 years, I am left in no doubt that 
there has been a continual increase in the prevalence of asthma amongst the student cohorts I have 
worked with during this time. 
 
Surely those making these important decisions about mining approvals can see the link between this 
increase of asthma and related respiratory illnesses, and the corresponding increase over recent 
decades of nearby mining operations. 
 
I cannot understand why the mining industry seeks now to encroach even closer to urban areas in 
local townships, through this proposed Dartbrook operation, seemingly without any concern for the 
health on the people who have chosen to live in these communities. 
 
While no doubt some mine workers will live locally, by far the majority of workers will travel in from 
other places, where they live away from the 24/7 health impacts. 
 
In education, we argue that ‘not everything that can be tested, should be tested’. 
The same should be said for mining - ‘not everything that can be mined, should be mined’.  
 
We don’t need big mining companies offering pre and post approval sweeteners such as sporting 
facilities etc for school and community groups. 
 
What we do need is the assurance that those who have made the decision to choose a healthier 
rural lifestyle, and live in these Upper Hunter communities, will have the assurance this lifestyle will 
be safeguarded and maintained. 
 
I urge the NSW Government and those in the Independent Planning Commission, to reject this 
proposal and refuse to grant approval for the project. 
 


