
Dear Commissioners 
 
I live and work in Aberdeen and object to the proposal to re-start mining at Dartbrook 
Underground. 
 
This company might have an old consent but the mine has been closed since 2006 
and this town has moved on. People have built new homes, other businesses have 
come to town and other industries have expanded – industries that we can live 
alongside without choking on dust. This is the direction we need to be going in – not 
taking a step back 20 years so that a couple of multi-millionaires can make a quick 
buck at our expense. 
 
They talk about creating jobs, but 76 jobs is nothing compared to the impacts we’ll all 
see. And all due respect – it’s us that lives with it. Not the public servants at the 
Planning Dept and not you people on the Planning Commission. 
 
The dust from this unwashed coal and the coal handling plant, the noise from nearly 
200 truck movements and the smell of coal burning like it used to will make 
Aberdeen unlivable. We can’t meet basic air quality requirements as it is – why on 
earth would you consider approving more??? 
 
Everyone in town can see that this is nothing but a front for their open cut plan. 
It’s a chance to get workers on, start making a few chicken-feed donations around 
town to get a photo in the local papers and look good, then find that they have the 
same trouble as Anglo (gas, flooding – we’ve seen it all before).  
 
Before we know it, they’ll be going back to the Department saying they need to go 
opencut so they don’t have to sack their workers. Not that they’ll be locals - most of 
their workers will have to come from out of town anyway – everyone knows 
underground is specialised and they won’t be able to find them. Besides that  - who 
would feel safe working their?? The biggest miner in the world, a company that 
actually knew what they were doing, still had three deaths at this site. How many 
more do you want to sign off on?  
 
Also, the community shouldn’t have to waste our time making submissions on 
proposals like this. Shouldn’t the Planning Dept be able to spot it for what it is and 
tell these guys to do the legwork rather than trying to sneak their dirty open cut 
through the back door? 
 
Scone Council has a no mining policy in the Upper Hunter. I agree with that 
completely. 
 
Throw this proposal out. 
 
Name withheld. 
 
   


