
To the NSW Independent Planning Commissioners, 

 

I am writing to express my support for the Hume Coal Project. Not only will it bring much needed 

jobs and investment into the local area, but it is a great example of how a mine can be designed to 

responsibly manage its environmental impacts.  

The Southern Highlands community is much more than Sutton Forest and Berrima Village. It has 

young people as well as retirees. It has working class families as well as wealthy estate owners. It has 

people who live here as well as those who have weekenders and hobby farms. It has a strong mining 

and construction community, businesses and professionals as well as retirees. It also has high youth 

unemployment. 

I wish to highlight that the Hume Coal Project does have strong support in the community. However 

the reality is that they are unlikely to speak out for the mine until it is actually built. They are 

working class people who, as the Public Hearing is over two working days will be unable to attend. 

They are the small business owners who have been told that if they publically support Hume Coal 

they will no longer get work orders.  They are companies who have had their equipment and 

employees threatened if they continue to run Hume Coal ads. They are sporting groups and charities 

who are scared that if they show their support they will lose funding from others. 

The anti coal / Hume Coal groups will have a petition and they will quote numbers that have signed 

and claim this represents the community who are against the Hume Coal Project. These numbers are 

misleading. What they do not tell is how many children and tourists who are ignorant to the issues 

and benefits have signed.  They do not explain how they got others to sign with stories and images 

associated with coal seam gas, fracking, open cut mines, dust and the like.  

  

 

It has been a concerted scare campaign. 



 

Source:www.berrimaresidentsassociation. 

Note there is no explanation on how the Hume Coal Project is going to create large amounts of 

PM2.5 or the fact that the Hume Motorway lies much closer to these towns and has approximately 

20,000 vehicle movements per day. Furthermore they do not explain that Associate Professor David 

Mackenzie in his health assessment of the Hume Coal Project concluded that “the health impact is 

so small as to be immeasurable and well below regulatory criteria”. 

They show “evidence” stating that the drinking water for Berrima, New Berrima, Mittagong, and East 

Bowral comes from Medway Dam. They state that the coal stockpile is 800m long but on the map 

they have increased its width and its size to 1.3km long. They then have also moved its position 

closer to the dam. This map was prominently displayed in shops in Berrima and on the Battle of 



Berrima website. 

 

They tell people that the mine will threaten their drinking water. They claim that the Medway 

Reservoir supplies 8200 residents of Berrima, New Berrima, Mittagong and East Bowral. 

https://www.battleforberrima.com.au/water 

 

This is false. The reservoir supplies ZERO residents. It has not for since 2013 due to pollution from 

the nearby sewerage works and agriculture. The dam receives direct point source discharge from the 

Moss Vale STP, as well as agricultural runoff which has resulted in prolonged periods of toxic 

cyanobacteria blooms within the reservoir (Beca 2010). A report commissioned by Wingecarribee 

Shire Council in 2010 found that “the risk of waterborne disease causing organisms in the treated 

water from the Medway WTP is between 100 and 1000 times greater than is considered acceptable 

where indirect potable reuse [of sewerage discharge] is planned” (Beca, 2010). Howeverm, the 

water treatment plant was shut down on 12 June 2013 (WSC 2016). 

The implication is that people have a choice between their drinking water and the Hume Coal 

Project.  

People are told that the Hume Coal Project will be / cause: 

 

So now people believe they will have no drinking water and no ground water all due to a coal mine 

at the size of hundreds of sq. km. 



 

They also imply to people that the Hume Coal Project will destroy platypus.  

 

 

Many people do believe all of this. They are scared because of it. They are told not to come and talk 

to Hume Coal. If they do they have rubbish tipped over their fences. They are told to sign the 

petition if they care about their community. 

Most of the people who have signed the petition have not come to speak with Hume Coal to 

understand the project.  



Do not be misled, while those who spoke against the Hume Coal Project at the IPC, claim they are 

the community, however in reality they only represent one part of the community and they do not 

speak for the others. The Southern Highlands community has people that are different from them in 

age, socio economic status, educational levels and employment status. The people that are attracted 

to and will benefit from the Hume Coal Project are not likely to stand up in a crowded hall and speak 

or even write a submission. However if you talk to the guy behind the counter at the service station, 

at the pie shop, in the farm equipment repair workshop, behind the bar, bus driver, the operator of 

a roller, shed builder, electrician, plumber, RFS volunteer, the bank teller, police officer, steel 

fabrication worker, pest controller, gym owner with 3 boys - they will tell you that they fully support 

the Hume Coal Project. 

Yours Sincerely 

 

Craig Brackenbury  

 


