
 

 

To Whom it may concern, 

 

We strongly oppose the Hume Coal mine in Berrima. We are confident that the operations of the 

mine will significantly affect the ambiance of the surroundings, the quality of life of those people 

that purchased their properties prior to the mine, the price of those properties and tourism activity.  

From personal example, we can advise the Government that the turbulence surrounding the 

possible establishment of a major mine, has already had a detrimental effect on the prospective new 

part of our business. On behalf of our business, Luberon Weddings, we have been in negotiations 

with a Japanese tourist company targeting Japanese university students and academia, Co-Op. In 

fact, Co-Op is the only Japanese business operating in conjunction with Japanese Government 

authorised to deliver discounted travel packages to Japanese academia. This company was ready to 

sign with us to include Luberon Weddings in their package as part of their Australian offering for 

wedding ceremonies and afternoon teas. As a result of their research, Co-Op has identified the 

negative impact on their clients’ interest in the area and has refused to sign until such time that the 

NSW Government fully rejects the Hume Coal proposal.  

Currently, during peak weddings season, our business caters to both same-sex marriages and 

opposite-sex marriages and employs 20 local staff. The Japanese deal, if it goes through, will ensure 

that 20 locals will be permanently employed by us. The construction of a mine next to us and in full 

view of our property will not only destroy the beautiful view that clients come for but, is likely to 

damage clients’ interest for environmental reasons. Considering the skill level required to work for 

Hume Coal, it is questionable that they will be able to provide 20 truly local people with 

employment, other than as cleaning staff. 

We implore the NSW Government to carefully assess all facts in its possession including, 

environmental, tourism, local employment, business growth, population interests, water, etc. and 

come to the only, in our opinion, correct decision – rejection of the Hume Coal proposal.  

 

Kind Regards, 

 

Marcus and Natalie Cook 

 


