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My wife and I are against the  Hume Coal Project  SSD 7172 & Berrima Rail Project  SSD 7171 being 

approved for the following reasons. 

Locally 

Our property at Sutton Forest bordering on Paynes Creek will be adversely affected if these two projects 

proceed. Water flows in Paynes Creek wouldl be severely impacted as the water table drops as a result 

of the negative impacts on the local aquifers. Our efforts in bush regeneration along the Paynes Creek 

boundary in the riparian zone wouldl be severely adversely impacted as the creek flows are reduced. 

Existing trees and additional planned trees on our property would be threatened due to a reduction in 

tree root access to water as the water table drops as a result of mine activity. 

As residents of Sutton Forest village, we would be adversely impacted healthwise by wind borne coal 

dust particulates from strong North Westerly winds with dust arising from the proposed above ground 

coal storage stockpile. 

The value of our property in the village of Sutton Forest would be reduced due to the negative impacts 

of a new coal mine in the vicinity. 

Our future proposed activities on our land including cultural, aesthetic and environmental would be 

negatively impacted if these Hume Coal and Berrima Rail projects proceed. 

Our ability to capitalise on the cultural values of our Heritage listed property would be jeopardized 

should the mine and rail projects be approved. 

Regionally 

Hume Coal does not have a social licence to mine coal in the Southern Highlands.  Almost 97% of over 

12000 submissions in relation to these coal and rail projects are against them. 

Other significant industries that already sustain the region would be adversely affected if these two coal 

and rail projects are approved. 

Tourism is a major industry in the Southern Highlands and this industry would be adversely affected if 

these two coal and rail projects proceed. 

Agriculture, including wineries, horticulture and nurseries, wildlife tours, berry farms, garden tours,  

agri-tours and horse studs would be adversely affected should these two coal and rail projects be 

approved. 



Already some land owners in the area have held off undertaking further development of farming 

projects pending the result of these two coal and rail projects. 

There has been no study into the loss of jobs in the Southern Highlands should the coal and rail projects 

be approved. 

There would be a negative impact on biodiversity and ecosystems due to a change in water table levels 

and water quality.  

Access to bore water would be compromised for current bore licence holders. The proposal by Hume 

Coal that they would  'make good' for bore hole water losses is not believable in its detail and also into 

the long-term future. 

The Department of Planning and Environment refer to the unprecedented number of bores  that would 

be impacted adversely by these projects should they be approved. The DPE is not comfortable with the 

make good arrangements should the projects be approved. 

Wingecarribee Shire residents have been subject to the payment of an Environment Levy for the last 18 

years and currently contribute $1.18 million annually towards the health of our rivers  and streams and 

sustainable living. The aims of this investment by community ratepayers  would be substantially 

compromised should these coal and rail projects be approved. 

Additionally many property owners have invested considerably in sustaining the landscape values of the 

region. These investments would be compromised should the coal and rail projects be approved. 

An additional cost and investment by the community has been through the commissioning of 

independent  scientific, geological, hydrological and engineering studies which underpin the 

community's overwhelming rejection of the combined mine and rail projects. 

The apprenticeship plan and donations to the local community made by Hume Coal in no way offset the 

expense incurred yearly by local ratepayers  in challenging this unsuitable development proposal. 

Wingecarribee Shire is a well settled agricultural region with several towns and villages. It is not a site 

suitable for a new coal mine. 

 

NSW 

The Wongawilli Aquifer and the associated rivers and streams contribute to the drinking water of 

residents in the Wingecarribee, Goulburn and Sydney regions. The proposed mine would require the use 

of large quantities of clean water for which it doesn't hold sufficient  access  licences.   Produced  and 

contaminated water resulting from the proposed mine  would be stored underground which eventually 

could possibly lead to catastrophic failure and large scale contamination.  This is a tremendous waste of 

precious clean water in this era of drought and climate change. 



The proposed "Pine Feather" mining method is untried and would likely lead to major environmental 

damage and large scale contamination of our water supply. The" Pine Feather" method that Hume Coal 

claims to be their innovative response to not disrupting the surface appearance of the landscape does 

not address the underground geological integrity. Furthermore  the  above ground  large scale mining 

infrastructure and a very large coal stockpile proposed, would be a blight on the landscape and lead to 

widespread dust pollution. 

The DPE considers the mine design unconventional, that there is uncertainty around the geotechnical 

model and  that there are unresolved safety risks with the plan to store large amounts of produced  

water (which  actually is contaminated sludge), underground. There is no justification for adding 

additional risk to Sydney water supply into the future. The Wongawilli Aquifer must be protected. 

Nationally and Internationally 

 The risks of Climate Change necessitates the use of sustainable methods for energy production and 

storage..The 35% thermal coal quota proposed to be extracted from this project  and used for thermal 

heating including in coal fired electricity generators can no longer be justified in terms of economics and 

the harmful impact on the atmosphere. 

 The 65% quota proposed for steel production is unnecessary. There are already sufficient suppliers of 

metallurgical  coal to provide for steel manufacture. In any event, new methods of steel manufacture 

are under development. 

The nature and scale of the economic benefits estimated by the proponents of the Projects are not 

proven. 

The potential impact of these proposed  coal and rail projects on the Australian economy needs to be 

assessed properly to include tax offsets, negative health impacts on the local community and the 

associated costs, the costs of subsidies paid to Hume Coal and the costs of remediation of the site and 

ongoing access to clean water. Additionally, there is an environmental cost in terms of damage to 

ecosystems and a reduction in biodiversity. Finally the environmental cost in terms of negative impact 

on the climate through the addition of carbon dioxide to the atmosphere needs to be taken into 

account. The cost of another coalmine here in the Southern Highlands is too great.  The wrong mine in 

the wrong location at the wrong time. 

 The exploration licences  for coal need to be extinguished right across the Southern Highlands and 

within the Sydney Water Catchment area. 

  

 


