
 

 

     

4 March 2019 

Professor Chris Fell AM 

Independent Planning Commission NSW (IPC) 

Sydney   NSW 

SUBMISSION TO THE IPC REGARDING THE HUME COAL PROJECT SSD 7172 

We are owners of a property at the above address in Berrima and reside there much of our time. As 

such, we are greatly concerned if the Hume Coal Project was allowed to proceed. 

We respectfully request that the IPC recommend against the approval of the Hume Coal Project for 

the following reasons: 

• the developments proposed within the project area will destroy what is currently a beautiful 
rural expanse, replacing it with a coal processing plant, stockpiles, overburden dumps, a 
conveyor and administration buildings 

• the proposed rail loop travels extremely close to Berrima.  In addition to being a blight on an 
undeveloped, rural landscape, it will surely bring a level of noise that is totally inappropriate 
for a rural, unique historic town like Berrima that relies on its peaceful, rural setting for its 
tourism livelihood 

• while Hume Coal claims to be producing metallurgical coal, closer inspection of the EMM 
documentation available on the Hume Coal website suggests that close to 50% of the coal 
produced will in fact be a thermal coal by-product.  Governments around the globe are 
ceasing to approve greenfield thermal coal developments and government funds and 
financiers worldwide are declining to fund such developments given the detrimental 
impact of the use of thermal coal on the environment and the need to move towards more 
sustainable energy sources.  Why then would the State Government approve such a 
greenfield development in the green space so near to Sydney? 

• There is a continuing worldwide movement away from coal as a source of energy. This could 
eventuate in the mine becoming uneconomical thus leaving an abandoned permanent scar 
on the landscape 

• The threat to underlying groundwater has not been fully covered and there is a strong risk 

that serious damage could occur to the surrounding area’s water sources. 

In conclusion, as set out above, there are many reasons why the Hume Coal Project should not 

proceed not the least of which is that a unique part of our country’s history is under severe threat 

and must be protected.  The approval of the project must be rejected. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Anthony Beavan Susan Beavan 

 




