
To whom it may concern,  

 

I'm writing today to provide my support towards the Hume Coal and Berrima Rail Project. I've grown 

up in the Southern Highlands, living in both Colo Vale and Yerrinbool and going to school at Bowral 

High before deciding to go to uni to pursue a career in civil engineering. Throughout university I 

completed civil engineering work to find it wasn't the career path for me.  

I decided to look for other opportunities throughout the engineering space. I applied for a large 

amount of scholarships before finally getting a call over one particular scholarship, the Hume Coal 

Scholarship. They had specific requirements for the scholarship, one in particular was to be local of 

the Southern Highlands (this was a major reason I applied). Other requirements were academic and 

degree dependent.  

To prepare for the interview I did a lot of research into the company and project however when I 

went to the interview most of the questions asked were about my community involvement and 

about my interests. This initially showed me how interested they were in me personally and how this 

could help me throughout my degree at university. Additionally, it really peeked my interest about 

the project as I would want to be involved in something that cares so much for the local community 

whilst also providing an enhancement in local economy and jobs.  

I finally received a call about the outcome being successful, I was absolutely stoked, I had never 

achieved something so big in my whole life. It was life changing. I decided I would go meet up with a 

few of the employees to discuss potential options for myself moving forward in the mining industry. 

With the help of Ben and Craig I was able to gain some vital experience in the mining industry and I 

now have my future sorted. I want to help Hume Coal, as they have helped me through a hard stage 

for me beginning my career in the mining industry.  

I see Hume Coal as a potential career path for myself and many other young people within the 

southern highlands. The ability for them to provide 300 jobs to our community is invaluable, it will 

also boost our local economy.  

I believe the development of the mine rail project would be an absolute asset to the local 

community and would provide young people like myself the potential to grow into future leaders of 

this great community. Without Hume Coal I believe I would not be where I am today, and I believe it 

can only benefit the local community.  

As a university student, I have looked into career paths and I see this most suitable for myself and I 

would like to be involved in a project that cares so much about the local community. I’ve also looked 

over the design and the care they have taken for the landscape and wellbeing of the local 

community. I believe they have done everything right and deserve a chance to prove that a coal 

mine and a beautiful community can coexist.  

 

Regards, 

Jordan Powell 


