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Submission to the IPC in respect of the Hume Coal Project SSD 7172 

 

Dear Professor, 

 

We are residents of the village of Robertson, situated directly east of the proposed project. 

 

 We have perused the Hume Coal website together with the many documents posted by the project 

in support of the bid for approval and while some of the modelling detail and reports paint a picture 

of some sort of benign activity, it is the matters that are not addressed that most concern us. Many 

of our fellow residents have lodged objections based upon the failure to address issues such as: 

 

 Rail crossings not designed for, or capable of ensuring safety for pedestrian and vehicular 

traffic, due to the dramatic increase in heavy rail usage.  

 One of the rail crossings is on the major Illawarra Highway thoroughfare and the increased 

coal train usage will cause major traffic delays, in turn adversely affecting commerce and 

tourism in the town. 

 Of the two other rails crossing, one is not protected by any sort of barrier and has no lights. 

The other has an inadequate vehicle gate and does not adequately protect pedestrians. This 

has been the situation for many years. School children and parents also use these crossings 

and the dramatic increase in rail traffic will create a major safety issue. Undoubtedly the 

advocates of the project will submit that the crossings’ inadequacies can be addressed but 

there is no evidence that it has agreed to do so and no detailed plan has been submitted. 

There is no indication from the relevant government authorities that any such plan is been 

considered. In any event, no amount of rail crossing remediation will solve some of the other 

issues raised in this submission.   

 The rail line bisects the village and residents’ safety is been put at considerable risk due to 

the possible delay caused to emergency service vehicles. 

 The local Robertson public school is adjacent to the rail line and students and frequent 

heavy rail with the unavoidable accompanying noise and vibration will be severely disruptive 

and damaging to the student’s health. 

 There is much evidence that the coal stockpiling and transport of coal can have detrimental 

effects on the health of communities. Robertson is within this area of risk due to the passage 

of coal trains and the strong westerly winds that are a characteristic of the Southern 

Highlands. 

 

As noted above, many of these matters have been raised in objections to the Hume Coal Project by 

some of the residents of Robertson and we support these objections, but we also note that there is 

an elephant In the room, which has been conveniently ignored by the Hume Coal Project – global 

warming and climate change. 

 



In a recent judgement of Chief Judge Brian Preston in the NSW Land and Environment Court, the 

Judge refused an application for establishment of the Rocky Hill mine in the Hunter Valley near 

Gloucester. The court took the view that the proposed mine’s contribution to climate change was an 

important factor to be considered under NSW legislation and was a key reason for refusal of the 

application. Importantly, the court accepted the submission that the applicant is responsible for the 

ultimate burning of coal, even if burned by a third party, and that this will result in increased 

greenhouse gas emissions, which in turn contributes to climate change. Whether the mine is open- 

cut or underground is irrelevant to that argument.  

 

As residents of Robertson, we have been conscious of the changes to the escarpment weather 

patterns over the years.  It appears drier and warmer, the wild life and vegetation is depleted and 

changing and the extremes of the climate are greater and more frequent. While our observations 

may be anecdotal, they are justified by the science.  

 

The Hume Coal Project, for all its promotion of the benefits of steel and concrete manufacture ( the 

Project avoids mentioning the burning of coal for electricity generation) it does not address this 

important community and existential problem. There are other building materials and other sources 

of energy but there will be no communities at all for our children and grandchildren if projects such 

as this are allowed to proceed. 

 

For these reasons we request that the IPC recommend against this project. 

 

Mark and Janet Turner 

311 Fountaindale Road 

Robertson NSW 2577 

(mail to: PO Box 3033 Robertson 2577) 


