
The Commissioner 

Independent Planning Commission 

 New South Wales. 

 

Dear Sir /Madam 

Re Hume Coal Project- Berrima 

 

I fully support the Hume Coal Project. The Southern Highlands is an area that is growing rapidly and 

we need to provide employment opportunities to meet this growth. The Hume Coal Project will give 

many employment opportunities both directly and indirectly. It will give valuable training in many 

fields to young people in the area and provide a great boost to local business income. Mining 

companies have always offered substantial financial support to the local areas they mine, with 

donations assisting Schools, Hospitals, Sporting Bodies and Council. Most people are unaware how 

much mining companies protect and often improve the land and environment. All new mines have 

rehabilitation plans which set out how the land will be used post mining and monitoring stations 

situated across the site to ensure environmental guidelines are met. Regeneration of all mining sites 

is mandatory. Numerous new land and environment technologies are a result of studies that are 

undertaken by mining companies in the pursuit of meeting the strict guidelines that are placed on 

the businesses when making application. This mine would be one of if not the greenest mine site in 

Australia and as for the comment that the mining method is unsafe I find more fabrication than fact. 

I worked in the industry for 41 years and have seen mines with electrical substations that convert 

methane gas into electricity, have water filtration plants that filtrate underground water and return 

for reuse and Gas Flare facilities which reduces carbon emissions. These are just some of the 

technologies used in mining today. These are actual processes working for the environment not 

presumptions which may or may not occur. 

I also wish to state that I have witnessed these protest groups coerce young children into signing 

their petitions as well as approaching visitors who come to the highlands for different events. 

I find that those protesters who have approached me on the subject have little or no understanding 

of mining or the Company Environmental Policies. 

Sincerely Yours 

 

 

 




