
Hume Coal Project – Support of Letter of Support  

As a long term resident of the Southern Highlands I am writing to offer my support for the approval of the 

Hume Coal Project. 

The reasons I support this project include; 

 Local job creation – Wingecarribee Shire has a very high youth unemployment rate. The Hume 

Coal project has already delivered apprenticeship opportunities for local youth and in its 30 year 

operational life has the potential to offer significant ongoing training and employment for our 

district. 

 

 Wingecarribee Shire jobs in mining – many residents in the district to do not realise that two of 

Australia’s largest Mining OEM machinery manufacturers are Komatsu (Joy Mining) based at 

Moss Vale and Eickhoff based at Braemar -  between these two business employ over 270 full 

time local workers and apprentices. 

 

 Limited impact on the environment – contrary to the almost hysterical anti Hume Coal horror 

stories of destruction from open cut operations, the Hume Coal Project utilises an underground 

extraction process which will not have any adverse impact on the surface vegetation, fauna or top 

soils. The mining system proposed using continuous miner and FCT conveyor system is proven 

globally and within Australia mines as having minimal impact on the above ground environment. 

 

 The project is utilising existing coal mining entries located at Medway and within the Belangalo 

Forest minimising impact on original forests and farmlands surrounding the limited amount of 

surface infrastructure – those locals within sense of recent history would recognise that the 

Berrima Colliery at Medway operated until the mid-2000’s without adversely impacting the 

amenity of Berrima and surrounding districts.  

 

 Groundwater - The engineering and geotechnical work undertaken as detailed in Hume Coals 

submissions in respect of groundwater impact and remediation proposals are best practice 

against any equivalent mining operational benchmarks. And given the history of the Berrima 

Colliery operation having had no noted major incidents causing loss of groundwater, to suggest 

Hume Coal will destroy the water supply in Berrima is simply emotional rhetoric not supported by 

scientific or historical fact. 

 

 Coal is a source of greenhouse gas emissions – The locals running the anti-Hume Coal protests 

fail to recognise the facts of this project. The coal to be extracted is the high grade coking coal 

type which is used in the production of iron and steel products, it is not planned to be used for 

power generation purposes.  Steel is a critical commodity for infrastructure and more importantly 

an enabler of energy efficient equipment and clean energy generation projects. High grade silicon 

electrical steels are used in electrical vehicle motors, wind turbines, electrical transformers and 

battery charging stations – the demand for these high grade steels is increasingly exponentially 

with the uptake of wind generation and electrical vehicles. POSCO is a global leader in the 

development of high electrical steels and the coking coal produced by the Hume Coal Project is a 

key commodity in the advancement of electrical vehicle motors, transformers and clean energy 

generators. 

 

 POSCO is a major supplier of high grade electrical steels used in products including motors, 

transformers for electricity distribution networks – I suspect unbeknown by the majority of the 

local residents POSCO is a major vendor of this product to Tyree Transformers based at 

Braemar who employ over 260 workers and engineers from within Wingecarribee Shire area.   
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 Without access to high grade steels produced by companies such as POSCO, Tyree 

Transformers would be unable to produce their range of high efficiency power transformers which 

are a key enabler of clean energy power generation and electrical vehicle charging infrastructure  

 

What better story is there for the Southern Highlands;  

“Coking coal produced in the Highlands using local labour returns to the Highlands as high grade 

steel for integration by local workers into products supporting efficient clean energy generation 

infrastructure and electrical networks enabling electrical vehicle adoption. 

 

As a fellow of the Institute of Engineers Australia and a senior manager within a local business here in 

the Highlands, I believe I am in a position to assess the Hume Coal Project based on the engineering 

facts and its true merits it can deliver the community.  

 

I am also part of a silent group (I suspect majority) of local residents and employers who have 

maintained silence in the face of threats of business boycotts and blacklisting by the Anti Hume Coal 

protestors I support the Hume Coal Project, however I will have to remain anonymous. 

 

 

A local resident concerned for the truth to be heard. 

 

Dated : 29th January 2019 


