
Dear Sir/Madam, 

As a resident of St Leonards, I am objecting the rezoning and development proposal for the 

St Leonards South Residential Precinct for the following reasons. 

-        Lack of transparency by Lane Cove council:   

Apparently, the new proposal has been proposed by developers to the council which does 

worry me that the level of density up to 19 story is forced by the developer to make more 

money by getting DA approval and sell their lands with more profit. I have heard some 

developers have already bought the lands in this area and waiting for rezoning. 

I have also heard council put together a group to talk about Crows Nest and St Leonards 

planning on 12th December 2018 and apparently council staff invited employees of the 

developer as residents to vote on the level of satisfaction about the plan. Also, I have heard 

there was some level of misrepresentation by lane cove council in their urban planning 

workshop in July 2018.  

-        Risk to Health and lack of sunlight:  
This proposed plan with high density up to 19 story will introduce overshadowing issue and 

therefore prevents receiving enough sunlight for the residences for the many existing units 

as well as the ones which will be built and again this is a risk to health as units lacking 

sunlight will have impact on physical and mental health of the residences and also lead to 

depression. Getting sunlight even becomes a more important matter for the children living in 

these units as growing children are even more in need of receiving enough sun light. I think 

we all know of increasing risk of lack of Vitamin D related disease like Multiple Sclerosis 

(MS). The new buildings should be no more than 6 story to allow sun light. 

 
Also, lower north shore is the wettest area in Sydney receiving the most rain fall. Lack of 
sunlight in south facing slope of south St Leonards will lead to growing mould which is a 
well-known health risk and bad for physical and mental health and increases the risk of 
allergies and asthmas.  

 

-        Open Space:  
The Department of planning has set the standard of 2.83 ha/1000 people in most new large-
scale developments. South St Leonards deserves to have the same. 

  

-        Lack of privacy: Home is a place to find peace and serenity to be able to get re-

charged and re-energized to get back to everyday life to the best we can. Constructing the 

buildings which disrupt the privacy for too many people living in face to face units will have 

an impact on mental health. The curtains have to be put down during day time as well as 

night time to ensure the privacy and that would be a risk to health as we all need to receive 

enough sunlight and live in peace without being worried of privacy matters all the time.  

 

-        Infrastructure: What infrastructure is in place in this area to support the residences of 

2400 units replacing the residences of only 138 houses in place today?  

•        We only have 1 park in the area which is not enough for the current 

residences! 

•        We have only 1 medical centre in the area which is not easy to get in and has 

a long waiting time. 

•        We only have Greenwich public school in the area which is already at full 

capacity 



 

-        Traffic: Based on our research the population which has and will be even more added 

in by the construction of the high rises along the pacific highway were not accurately 

considered due to the complexity introduced to the model. Currently even without the big 

developments of Land Mark, Mirvac and JQZ being completed which will increase the 

population by at least more than 2000, we have a lot of traffic issues in the area both for 

people driving to work or for buses taking this route! The buses lines are already hugely 

overcrowded especially in peak hours that people head to work and a short trip takes a 

whole lot longer due to the congestion in the area! Also, this congestion will have an impact 

on ambulances arrival time to Royal North Shore and also the Fire Brigade to get to the 

destination on time. St Leonard is already a very congested area with no plans for 

improvement! The new proposal to add additional 2400 units to the area would only make 

this problem worse! 

 

-        Urban planning: We all need to live in an area which gives a sense of being part of a 

community or belonging 

•        This design has no soul and is taking away the beautiful soul of our area! 

•        The planning should be in a way to promote and create the sense of caring 

for the area, this current proposal is lacking to promote such a sense which is 

essential and important to a community. 

  

Lane Cove Council plan was drawn up while ago and since the time the situation has been 

changed and therefore the Lane Cove Council plan should be considered irrelevant to the 

current situation 

•        Over 10,000 residential units have been approved since that time with some 
having been completed already and some still under construction 

  

As a resident of St Leonards, I strongly think this area is a wrong place for high density. 
There is no valid reason why medium density could not be considered for at least part of the 
planned area, given that a huge amount of high density housing has already been approved 
nearby. Also, Lane Cove has already reached its population targets. 
  
I am looking forward to hearing more from you and would be eager to be given the chance to 
participate in related sessions or meet up with you. 
  
 
Best Regards, 
Peyman Alibeigi 

 
 

 




