
Submission  

I have lived at  with my spouse, Deb Hirst, for more than 23 years.   

Our property is within the St Leonards South area for which Lane Cove Council has developed a plan 

(Planning Proposal 25).   

Planning Proposal 25 identifies certain properties as Open Space (the Park).   

The properties are:   

• 19 – 25 Berry Road, St Leonards;  and 

• 16 – 24 Park Road, St Leonards.   

There are problems with Planning Proposal 25 as it relates to:   

• 9 – 25 Berry Road, St Leonards;  and  

• 2 – 24 Park Road, St Leonards.   

The problems are not obvious on the face of the documents supporting Planning Proposal 25 and 

relate to the practical outcomes of the implementation of Planning Proposal 25.   

Those problems include the following.   

1. The area north of the Park (comprising 9 - 17 Berry Road and 2 – 14 Park Road, St Leonards - 

North Park Berry) will not and cannot be developed in accordance with Planning Proposal 

25.  If Lane Cove Council proceeds with Planning Proposal 25 as it relates to North Park 

Berry, the Plan will fail.   

2. Lane Cove Council will not receive developer contributions relating to North Park Berry.  

Council will need to source funds elsewhere to fund the acquisition of the Park.   

3. Generally, the amount proposed to be levied by Lane Cove Council is insufficient.  If Lane 

Cove Council levied developer contributions at an appropriate rate, the whole of Planning 

Proposal 25 would be financially unviable for developers.   

1. Impossibility of Development 

I understand that 9 Berry Road belongs to members of the Jubian family.   



In numerous meetings of Lane Cove Council, members of the Jubian family have made it 

clear that they will not sell 9 Berry Road, St Leonards to developers until ‘Hell freezes over’ 

[My words].   

9 Berry Road is an area of approximately 437m²   

As can be seen from Figure 7.1 of the St Leonards South Supplementary report from Annand 

& Associates dated May 2016 prepared for Lane Cove Council, 9 Berry Road intersects with 

and cuts off the top of Building xxiii (being part of Area 21 in Planning Proposal 25.   

2. Developer Contributions 

In the documentation supporting Planning Proposal 25, Lane Cove Council sets out its 

calculation of the amount needed to compulsorily acquire the Park and the source of the 

funds for that acquisition.  Ignoring the inadequacy of the amount allocated by Lane Cove 

Council, when one subtracts the car park in Berry Road (to the north of 9 Berry Road) and 

excises 9 Berry Road from the area available for development, it is clear that:   

A the shape of the remaining area;   

B the size of the remaining area;  and 

C the bulk of development allowed by Planning Proposal 25 

leaves an area that cannot be developed in accordance with Planning Proposal 25 (or at all) 

and Lane Cove Council will not receive developer contributions relation to the Berry Park 

North area.   

Possible Solutions 

There are at least three possible resolutions to the practical difficulties that Lane Cove Council will 

encounter in relation to the Berry Park North area.   

1. Reduce the size of the Park by moving its northern boundary further south.   

2. Move the whole Park further south.   

3. Move the Park to an area more central to the area envisaged by Planning Proposal 25.   

Martin Hirst 
  

 
 




