
Planning Proposal for the St Leonards South Residential Precinct 

I wish to lodge an objection to this Proposal.  

This exhibition for this proposal was made during the 2017/2018 Christmas 
holiday period. This was not the most convenient time for many residents. 
More than 339 submissions were made to Council, with 96% opposed to the 

St Leonards South Plan. Lane Cove Council has ignored the views of its 
residents, seemingly only interested in supporting developers. 

The-zoning proposals will severely impact residents and advantage only 
developers and those leaving the area.  

What is the benefit to Council, that it is so assiduously ignoring the views of 
residents? Is Council using this as a Trojan horse to get access to air space 
above the railway line? (This formed part of a proposal that dates back to 

2014) 

Excess residential development near St Leonards is contrary to the State 
Government’s plan for St Leonards as a ‘Specialised Precinct’ focussed on 
commerce, employment and research. The most recent State Government 

Regional Action plan for Northern Sydney does not mention a plaza or a bus 
interchange as a priority for St Leonards. 

The village character and sense of community in our area is important. 

These considerations should not be ignored by rezoning, especially where 
there is no clear need for increased high-density residential development in 
this area, and where planning to manage a large influx of additional 

residents is lacking. 

Traffic congestion in the St Leonards and Crows Nest area is already 
unacceptable. It has deteriorated markedly over the past few years with the 

increase in development along the Pacific Highway and adjoining streets. 

An increase of dwellings in St Leonards South from 138 to 2400 will add to 
this traffic congestion. There is no provision in the plan for services to be 
located within St Leonards South. Given the topography of the precinct, 

people will have no choice but to use cars to access services. 

There will be only one right hand turn possible to the Pacific Highway from 
Berry Road and this is already a congested intersection. Exit to the east, 

into River Road, can only be done from Park Road or Duntroon Ave. This will 
only exacerbate the existing congestion on River Road. 

There is no realistic upgrade possible for River Road to cope with the volume 
of traffic created by St Leonards South. 

The only green open space of any significance on the south side of the 
highway is Newlands Park. 

The topography of the park makes it unsuitable for active play and it is in 
shade for a significant portion of the day. With the prospect of many high-

rise buildings in St Leonards South (including a 19 storey building) across 
the road in Canberra Ave, the solar access will be further reduced. 



There are already over 1900 apartments going up or completed in Lane Cove 

along the highway and Newlands Park will be the only green space available 
to those residents. 

The park proposed in Park Road East is not easily accessible to those in the 

south eastern portion of St Leonards South. This will increase pressure for 
the  limited space in Newlands Park. 

 

Local primary and high schools are already full. It is not appropriate to 
include North Sydney Boys’ or North Sydney Girls’ High in the calculation of 
school numbers are they are selective and few local students will be able to 

access them. 

With 2400 units in the St Leonards South plan, there will a large increase in 
the number of school age children but there is no indication of where the 

schools that will be needed are to be located. 

There needs to be a plan for school infrastructure before approving a plan to 
bring hundreds of new students to an area.  

- 

St Leonards South is the only high density residential development in the St 

Leonards and Crows Nest area that will encroach on to adjoining low density 
residential areas. The NSW Department of Planning’s plan for the area limits 
tall buildings to the highway but this is not the case for St Leonards South. 

The heights of buildings in St Leonards South will range 19 storeys (1 

building), 15 storeys (2 buildings), 12 storeys (3 buildings), 10 storeys (11 
buildings) and 8 storeys (at least 10 buildings). The topography of the site 

will make these buildings very imposing from many aspects. They will 

constitute an unacceptable intrusion on adjoining low density areas, with 
consequent solar access and wind impacts. 

 

I object to this proposal and seek the preservation of homes, streets and 
lifestyle; the reasons that we are residents in Lane Cove and Greenwich. 

Yours sincerely 

  

Peter Braun 

one can make a difference 

 


