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Dear Sir / Madam, 
 
My partner and I have been residents in Greenwich for just over two years.  We 
moved to this green suburb with its village-like environment after eighteen years 
in the CBD of Sydney.  Among our reasons for leaving the centre of the City were 
growing concerns at the erosion of quality of life through constant noise, dirt, 
loss of access, growing pressure on public transport, clogged streets and 
laneways, and additional pressure put on residents to accommodate more and 
more interruption to daily living. 
 
I use public transport to and from work with St Leonards Station as my main 
access point.  With the increase of development in and around the station the 
demand for space on trains has also grown.  Overcrowded trains are not unique 
to St Leonards, but the rate of development will not diminish demand.  The 
Metro will not be fully functional until 2024 – by which time I will be 
approaching retirement age! 
 
My other concerns are chiefly to do with the beauty of this part of Sydney.  I 
acknowledge that the provision of affordable and adequate housing is a duty of 
government for its people; but that same government, whether it be at state or 
local level, is also responsible for the well-being of the people entrusted to its 
care.  Allowing more and more high rise towers, similar to those that clog Hong 
Kong, in a city and state with more than adequate area to expand, not only makes 
the area look unappealing, crowded, noisy, stressful and dirty, it ruins the nature 
of this part of Sydney. 
 
St Leonards, Crows Nest and the peninsula suburbs such as Greenwich and 
Wollstonecraft are green.  Development, until recently, has mostly blended well 
with the environment with parks, bushland, ready access to services, schools, 
hospitals, places of worship and so on.  The seemingly unchecked pace of 
development appears to me to be hell-bent on destroying the integrity of an area 
of Sydney that, despite the current tower developments, is still a beautiful part of 
the city in which to live.  Increasing population capacity by a proposed 2,400 
units and perhaps over 4,000 people seems to me to be madness!  One has only 
to look at the projects conducted in the 1960s and 1970s in Waterloo and South 
Sydney to see the future of such a project in this part of the city. 
 
I urge you to consider the greater long-term good, the concerns of residents both 
new and old, and our children and grand-children who will ask us why we 
allowed the destruction of a beautiful part of Sydney to go ahead. 
 
Yours truly, 



 
 
Paul O’Shea 




