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Submission to the Independent Planning Commission re Bylong Coal 
 
I object to this project.  
 
I attended the 7 November public meeting in Mudgee, therefore I am aware of the 
depth and breadth of submissions to your Commission opposing the development of 
the Bylong Coal Project. This being the case, I will limit my submission to a single 
point about your assessment of the project against a backdrop of the last 30 years’ 
of climate policy failure in NSW. 
 
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has made it clear that 
“halting the global average temperature rise at any level [my emphasis] will require 
net zero global CO2 emissions”. 
 
The IPCC was formed in 1988.  
 
One year later – in 1989 – newly-elected NSW Premier Nick Greiner made the first 
concrete commitment to emissions reduction in NSW. Now – almost 30 years later – 
against the backdrop of rising emissions in Australia and globally, you Commissioners 
are not assessing a State Significant Development proposal designed to remove 
carbon from the atmosphere or to generate zero-carbon electricity. Instead you are 
assessing a brand new coal mine proposal which also happens to be in a heritage-
listed valley, with some of the best soil in NSW, that could damage land transformed 
by a land management practice lauded by the United Nations as sustainable. 
 
The global community is rightly concerned about the scale and the potential damage 
that the Adani project would have. Currently that project has been scaled back to 10-
15Mtpa, with the capacity to increase to 27 Mtpa. Right now in the NSW planning 
system and NSW Land and Environment Court, there are about 75 Mtpa of new coal 
mining or coal mine expansions. Cumulatively, this is bigger than the full-scale Adani 
project.  
 
The IPCC point out that it is not possible to halt warming until we reach net zero 
global CO2 emissions. It is a statement of the obvious that approval of the Bylong 
Coal Project will create further warming.  
 
As Commissioners, I believe you have a solemn duty to implement NSW policy to 
preserve a safe climate. Please exercise your powers accordingly. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
Nic Clyde 



 
 

 
 
Infographic demonstrating: a) policy failure over 30 years to set NSW’s own GHG inventory on a 
trajectory to net zero; and b) growing coal mine approvals with an Adani-sized collection of new coal 
mines already approved in NSW since 2010, with the same again in the planning system right now. 


