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         14 November 2018 
 
OBJECTION TO THE PROPOSED BYLONG VALLEY COAL MINE(S) 
 
On behalf of our safe climate and clean energy group, I submit that the Bylong 
Valley coal mine(s) should not be approved.  Here’s why.  We understand that, 
if approved, the mine(s) will operate for 20 years and dig up 6.5 million tonnes 
of thermal coal a year to supply Korean coal power stations. 
 
The climate science 
 
Action on climate change has never been more urgent.  Global temperatures 
have increased +1°C so far and this is already causing impacts around the 
world, including Australia.  Under the Paris Climate Agreement, nations of the 
world are moving to limit global warming to +2°C and will be taking more 
action to reduce emissions as the climate crises deepens. 
 
The IEA made it clear some years ago that 2018 is the year that all developed 
nations must start reducing emissions, and keep reducing emissions.  Latest 
climate science backs this up.  For a 66-75 per cent chance of staying below 
+2°C, all developed nations must cut their carbon emissions by: 

o 40% by 2018-19 
o 70% by 2024-5, and, 
o 90% by 2030. 

 
In order to have a 66-75 per cent chance of limiting warming to +2°C, more 
than three quarters of global fossil fuel reserves must stay underground, 
including 88% of existing global coal reserves.  This means that all 
governments now have a clear responsibility to enact a no new coal mines 
policy and not facilitate any further expansion of the fossil fuel industry. 
 
Under the IEA 450 Scenario, which gives the world an even bet at limiting 
global warming to +2°C, an immediate change in policies and investment is 
needed now, effectively a halt to new coal mines and no new coal-fired power 
plants, and massive investment in renewable energy. 
 
Carbon budgets 
 
The mid to long-term forecast for coal exports is grim.  The world is moving 
fast on issues of climate change and clean energy, and governments need to 
be positioned on the right side of history, and must avoid getting caught in the 
impending 'carbon bubble’ and resulting investment crash and stranded 
infrastructure. 
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An article in Nature, Vol.517, p187, 8/1/15, titled The geographical distribution 
of fossil fuels unused when limiting global warming to 2°C, gives the quantity 
of un-burnable Australian coal, oil and gas which must be left in the ground to 
avoid our contribution to +1.5°C and +2°C of global warming. 
 
Based on Bureau of Resources and Energy Economics projections of coal, oil 
and gas production, Australia’s +1.5°C limit for coal production came and went 
in May 2017, the limit for gas production is in June 2020 and our oil production 
limit is August 2025.  For the +2°C global warming limit, Australia’s coal 
production has to end in 2018-19, gas in 2024 and oil in 2035 based on 
current projections. 
 
The NSW economy does not need more new coal mines.  We are not saying 
close all coal mines now.  Just do not approve any new coal mines.  There are 
huge opportunities in the renewable energy and efficiency technologies. 
 
Coal mining accounts for around 1% of Australia’s employment and around 
3.5% of Australia’s production.  This is not the big industry it is often portrayed 
as. 
 
Conclusions 
 
Whether or not arguments based on climate science, carbon bubbles and 
investment risk are within your terms of reference is really no longer the point.  
This has now become an existential issue for the human race. 
 
If you are at all committed to avoiding a global climate catastrophe from 
sweeping away the physical safety, built environment security, and reliable 
food and water supplies over much of the rest of your own lives, and then the 
lives of your children and grandchildren, and other families, and following 
generations of humans, you will reject these proposals for more new coal 
mines. 
 
As the climate disaster unfolds, it’s not going to play out well to be told, 
‘consideration of climate risks and carbon bubbles was not in our brief so we 
approved yet another coal mine’.  Since you are an independent planning 
commission - independent of government, independent of the Minerals Council 
and independent of the mining industry, rejecting these proposals for more 
new coal mines is a decision you must make. 
 
Yet, if you are looking for direction from the highest political authority in the 
state, look no further than the recent pronouncement by the NSW Premier - 
'We're doing everything we can to reduce emissions' (ABC Radio, 20/8/18).  A 
bold claim, but let’s take her at her word, and put this clear goal into practice. 
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