
I have been to the Bylong Valley many times; and Tarwyn Park especially. My 
overarching mental image of the valley is of fat, happy & contented cows grazing 
knee-deep in green grasses, surrounded by tall-timbers, clear skies and productive 
farmland. Farmland that birthed the Natural Sequence farming method of which I 
implemented a version at my own property in Howes Valley (other side of the 
Wollemi National Park) and farmland which if you drop a shovel in at any given point, 
reveals rich alluvial soils that would grow damn near anything you planted. 

I stridently object to further desecration of this beautiful valley. Its already been 
damaged but I believe can be remediated, IF we act now and with purpose.  Open 
cut mining is just a dreadful idea...

•     It’s going to directly affect over 400 hectares of strategic farmland... not just 
the farmland in teh valley, but the transport corridors in and out of the valley 
will be overrun with heavy  transport - noise, dust & dirt.

•     It’s going to pump dry the alluvial aquifer of the Bylong River...
•     It’s going to mar a beautiful and heritage-rich landscape, including Tarwyn 

Park.
•     It’s going to feed coal fired power stations in South Korea for years after the 

scientists tells us coal-burning will have to stop if we’re going to prevent 
dangerous climate change...

As Australians, we’re so much better than this. We could be the food bowl of the 
Asian region… with foresight, strategic planning and appropriate agricultural 
investment, we could grow and sell damn near anything, revitalising rural 
communities along the way. Instead, we’re content to dig black rocks from the 
ground and sell it to another country to soil their world with, all the while pretending 
that our contribution to climate change is negligible; all the while deluding ourselves 
that we are supporting the community with cash  supporting an addiction to coal; yet 
how much of that cash being yielded from Coal gets repatriated to the rural 
communities already destroyed.

Please, be brave. Be better. Take a different view. Stop the approval of open cut 
mining in Bylong Valley.

David Peach
Sydney , November 2018


