
Submission to the Independent Planning Commission – objection to the Bylong Coal Project 

 

I grew up in the Bylong Valley and have a strong attachment to the valley. Every day I caught the 

school bus through the valley to school in Rylstone and also Kandos.  I played cricket and tennis at 

Bylong during my youth, and in my later years cycled many times through upper Bylong in the area 

where Kepco are proposing to develop an open cut coal mine eg Upper Bylong Road and Lee Creek 

Road. In short, like many others I have a strong attachment to the Upper Bylong and Bylong Valleys, 

having been lucky enough to be raised in the valley. My family still owns a property in the Valley 

(Ginghi). 

I am strongly opposed to the Kepco Bylong Coal Project. I note that Kepco have made some 

concessions since their initial proposal which was considered by the Planning Assessment 

Commission in May 2017.  However the concessions are minor, and the project’s impacts on the 

Bylong Valley environment are still highly damaging and unsustainable. 

My primary concern is the project’s impact on groundwater. The Bylong Valley and Upper Bylong 

Valleys feature iconic agricultural landscapes. Farms within the valley, including the farm that I grew 

up on in the Bylong Valley, are largely reliant on groundwater. The Bylong Final Assessment Report 

to the IPC indicates that Kepco have been granted a water application for 2,093 ML/year. This is 

incorrect as Kepco have a significant water deficit. I note that Kepco’s proposed uptake of 

1,172ML/yr from the alluvial bore field is unproven particularly in dry climatic conditions. I am 

concerned that although DPE have recommended that the project be approved, DPE does not have 

hydrogeological experts who are able to thoroughly analyse the proposal’s impacts on groundwater. 

This project should not be approved without at least a thorough review of groundwater impacts by 

independent hydrogeologists. Independent hydrogeological review should include a careful analysis 

of the interface of groundwater between the Bylong Valley and the Upper Bylong Valley – the claim 

by Kepco that there is no interconnectivity between the valleys with respect to groundwater is 

unsubstantiated and probably incorrect.  

The project’s waste water management is also deeply concerning. The proposed storage of waste 

water in the Eastern Open Cut Pit is unsustainable and far from best practice. I note that other coal 

mines utilise underground reinjection of waste water, a practice that is considered to be best 

practice. At the end of the Bylong Project, there will remain large mine voids, filled with saline and 

contaminated discharge water from mining opertions. Backfilling of the voids will be impossible – 

and the Government will be powerless to require Kepco to address this issue in the future, ato the 

detriment of future geneations. If the Kepco approach is to be allowed, then the consent authority 

should require financial assurance from the mine proponents that is large enough to pay for the 

treatment and removal of any remaining waste water at the end of the Project, as well as pay for 

any other environmental remediation that may be required. Financial Assurance is required in many 

other significant projects that have the potential to leave lasting environmental impacts eg landfills, 

and would be appropriate were this project to proceed.   

Finally, I note that the Department of Planning and Environment webpage has a section 

‘Safeguarding Our Agricultural Land’. There is reference to ‘safeguarding 2.8 million hectares of 

biophysical strategic agricultural land across the state via the Gateway Process. This policy is 

completely meaningless if the IPC approves the Bylong Coal Project.  Aside from the obvious 

widespread concerns about the coal industry and its impacts on the global environment, this project 

is unsustainable. The concessions made by Kepco since the initial proposal – such as protecting parts 



of Tarwyn Park – do not address the lasting impacts the mine will have on the Bylong Valley and 

Upper Bylong Valley groundwater systems. This project will having lasting impacts on agriculture 

within the valley – as well as damaging impacts to the iconic landscape around Bylong. I urge the IPC 

to reject this application. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Andy Hawkins 

31 Paling Street 

Lilyfield 2040 

 

 


