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To whom it may concern 

I write today to show my strong support for the West Culburra Concept Proposal.  

I have read elements of the report from the Department, which recommends that this project does 

not go ahead, and feel that there are some major considerations missing. Firstly, there doesn’t seem 

to be consideration on how the development will improve the wellbeing and quality of life for those 

living in Culburra. A higher population, will bring more services, to families and to the elderly and 

ageing population. This is mentioned, but has there been any hard metrics done? I didn’t see full 

economic cost/ benefit study findings. It seems the department is happy to look to other areas of 

the government to find the holes in the application, but nobody is focussed on putting the efforts 

into really looking at the benefits to the people. I believe the social and economic benefits will highly 

outweigh the perceived environmental threats in that it will create a more prosperous and inclusive 

community, allowing those with lower incomes an opportunity to purchase lower cost housing in the 

town. As at this rate, and without the development, all the houses in Culburra will be bought by 

wealthy Sydney-siders and the divide between rich and poor will increase.  

Secondly, on page ii the Assessment Report refers to the fact that the development is inconsistent 

with several strategic plans and studies that are relevant to the proposal. Like the Illawarra 

Shoalhaven Regional Plan and the Illawarra Shoalhaven Development Program. What it doesn’t take 

into consideration is other local government strategic plans like that of the Shoalhaven councils 

tourism plan which was developed in 2016. This plan is looking to achieve tourism revenue of $1 

billion by 2020. And states as its third objective that they want to prioritise tourism supporting 

infrastructure in the council’s priorities and policies. The West Culburra Development will certainly 

compliment and align with this completely, however I don’t think it has been considered.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

I hope you will consider these factors and see the human side of this proposal and what it will mean 

for the people living in the town, and the potential future families who could move to the town. I 

think it is time that people take priority in this scenario, and I firmly believe that this development 

can go ahead with all the environmental s considerations on the table so that there is a win-win 

situation for everyone, rather than the proposal being tossed in the too hard basket. 

I thank you for your consideration and look forward to hearing the outcome from this process. 

With regards 

Leah Perri  

 

 




